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“…the usual thing that is done in a particular situation.”
(Collins Dictionary)

What is a Standard?



“…the usual thing that is done in a particular situation.”
(Collins Dictionary)

Standardize: “To bring into conformity with a standard.”
(Merriam Webster Dictionary)

What is a Standard?



 The foundation for all areas of clinical practice
 A unified reference for clinical protocols and informed 

decision-making
 A guide for clinical educators
 A defense against litigation
 A means to ensure scope of practice is protected

Why Standards?
Practice Standards are: 



 "A set of guidelines for providing high-quality audiology care and criteria 
for evaluating care. Such guidelines help assure patients that they are 
receiving high-quality care. The standards are important if a legal dispute 
arises over the quality of care provided a patient."

A Working Definition…
Audiology Practice Standards: 



Standards and Your Practice



Physical Therapy- APTA

Examples of Standards



Examples of Standards

Optometry- Australia



Occupational Therapy- AOTA

Examples of Standards



Nursing- ANA

Examples of Standards



Pharmacy- ACCP

Examples of Standards



 Different organizations have different levels of detail related to their 
standards.  

 Many also include standards on education, professional standing, billing, 
professional interactions, legal obligations, safety and ethics

 Best practice guidelines then describe how to go about fulfilling those 
standards

Practice Standards



 To develop, maintain, and promote national 
standards for the practice of audiology which 
are based in current evidence, reflect best 
practices in the profession and are universally 
adopted by practitioners.

APSO Mission
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1. APSO approves development of practice standards for 
an area of interest.

2. APSO performs selection and recruitment of subject 
matter experts to form two working group/s.

3. APSO facilitates one of two working groups tasked 
with reviewing the following:
a. Current standards of care
b.Scientific evidence related to the subject matter

i. Strength of evidence
1.Grade rating

The Standards Development Process



4. Standard development group assembles data to 
create a draft standard. This may include:

i. Pt presents

ii.History

iii.Testing/results/pathways to diagnosis

iv.Recommendations and Management

v.Referrals

vi.List CPT codes that would be appropriate

The Standards Development Process



5. Select review is performed by the verification group of 
SMEs.

6. The second draft is formulated by the second working 
group.

7. The draft is then released for a scheduled national peer 
review. Comments  are solicited and collated. 

8. Results of nation peer review are reviewed and standards 
revised accordingly.

9. Final draft is sent to legal counsel for review.
10. APSO Board approves the final standard for publication.

The Standards Development Process



 September/October 2018
 APSO assembled SMEs for the first standards creation working group: 

“Intake Standards”
 APSO releases online survey to determine/prioritize future standards topics

Where Are We Now?

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/apsosurvey2018



 Donate
 Become a Sponsor / Encourage Sponsors
 Spread the Word
 Become a Member
 https://www.audiologystandards.org/membership.php

 Join a Working Group

How YOU Can Help!



 Audiology Practice Standards Organization
929 Old Highway 8 NW, Suite 200
New Brighton, MN 55112

 888-678-7773
 apso@audiologystandards.org

Contact Us!

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/apsosurvey2018


