Audiology Practice Infection Control Protocol (example)
Standard Precautions (All Patients)
· Perform hand hygiene before and after each patient encounter.
· Wash with soap and water (20 seconds) if visibly soiled.
· Otherwise use ≥60% alcohol-based sanitizer.
· Perform after glove removal and after device handling.
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
· Routine audiometry: Gloves if ear contact expected.
· Hearing aid fitting: Gloves.
· Cerumen removal: Gloves + Mask + Eye Protection.
· Remove PPE before leaving treatment area and perform hand hygiene.
Instrument Processing
· Non-critical items: Low-level disinfection between patients.
· Semi-critical items: High-level disinfection or disposable single-use.
· Probe tubes: Single patient use only.
· Critical instruments: Sterilization (autoclave required).
Cerumen Management
· Gloves required; mask and eye protection recommended.
· Use disposable instruments when possible.
· Reusable instruments: Clean thoroughly then autoclave.
· Disinfect all surfaces immediately after procedure.
Environmental Cleaning
· Disinfect chair armrests, countertops, probes, and equipment controls between patients.
· Use EPA-registered disinfectant i.e, Clorox Disinfecting Wipes (EPA Reg. No. 5813-79)
· Lysol Disinfectant Spray (EPA Reg. No. 777-99)
· CaviCide Surface Disinfectant (EPA Reg. No. 46781-6)
· Sani-Cloth Germicidal Wipes (e.g., Super Sani-Cloth, EPA Reg. No. 9480-4)
· 
Waste & Compliance
· Dispose blood-contaminated items in biohazard container.
· Maintain OSHA exposure control plan.
· Annual OSHA training required.
· Maintain sterilization logs if autoclave is used.
